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PETTER A. STORDALEN, OWNER OF NORDIC CHOICE HOTELS SEAU HELSINGBORG (READ MORE ABOUT SEAU ON PAGES 36-37)

Helsingborg is one of the most absolutely beautiful cities in Sweden and 
I am very proud that we at Nordic Choice Hotels get to be a part of this 
project. A project that we will take part in with great humility and create 
together with the people who live in the city and the surrounding area.

Content
Helsingborg
- the feeling of infinite possibility 3

Greater Copenhagen 7

Location Helsingborg 10

Business structure 14

Sweden’s most pleasant city  16

Helsingborg’s strong sector 18

The people of Helsingborg 22

Innovation and start-ups 24

Education and research 28

Sustainable growth  32

Under constant development 37

New areas and residential plots 41

Pioneers 42

Welcome! 44

You can find our brochure at businesshelsingborg.com

Norra Hamnen

Responsible Publisher
Annette Melander Berg

Illustrations
Tobias Green
Sweco Architects

Fehmarnbelt
Femern AS

Photographers 
Anna Alexander Olsson, Anders Ebefeldt, Albin Wahlgren, Anton Persson, CarlMagnus Johansson 
Lindkvist, Caroline Göransson, David Lundin, Feras Jarghon, Freddy Billqvist, Katia Boberg,  
Lars Strandberg, Lotta Wittinger, Martin Olsson, Mickael Tannus, Niklas Lydeen, Per Sjöborg, 
Peter Brinch, Rickard Svensson Studio e, Sandra Sjögren, Sophie Håkansson, Stefan Ed

Visionary Pictures
Krook och Tjäder AB

ESS
ESS/Team HLA 



World leaders
in waste disposal 
management and 
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2017

Sweden’s first
e-commerce incubator

is located in Helsingborg
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There is more happening than ever before in Helsingborg 
Business growth is increasing, the population is growing, 
and around the city, there are huge development projects 
in progress. With everything that is happening in the city 
and with the dynamic growth of the Copenhagen regi-
on, Helsingborg is the right place for you, too. Together 
with local businesses in Helsingborg, the foundation 
for the city’s continual growth and development is laid. 
The diversity of both large and small companies create 
excellent opportunities for innovation, growth and deve-
lopment. There’s a lot of interest in new companies who 
choose Helsingborg as their location of choice for their 
establishment and development.

The best business environment
For several years, Helsingborg has been at the top of 
the list for cities with more than 100 000 inhabitants. In 
Helsingborg it should be easy to start, run and develop 
a company and it should be easy to establish a new 
company here too. This has a lot to do with reception 
and a just and effective governmental policy but also 
the attitudes toward corporate business as displayed 
by politicians and civil servants. It should be easy for 

companies to manage their day to day business and 
for their dealings with the city’s administration to run 
smoothly. Helsingborg has been awarded several presti-
gious awards in recent years. In 2015, Helsingborg was 
announced Sweden’s best local council for IT.  In 2016 
we became Sweden’s best local council for growth and 
in 2017 we were awarded Sweden’s best local council for 
quality. Finally in both 2017 and 2018, Current Sustainabi-
lity awarded Helsingborg with Sweden’s best local coun-
cil for environmental care. 

Quality of life
Helsingborg is not only one of the most prosperous cities 
in Sweden, there’s real quality of life here. Fantastic 
accommodation, restaurants, good and diverse shopping 
options, interesting museums, great cultural attractions, 
exciting activities for both children and adults alike, proxi-
mity to the sea, the opportunity to experience and explo-
re the natural beauty of the area, luxurious relaxation and 
so much more. 
In Helsingborg, there is something for everyone.

A WARM WELCOME TO YOU!
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Helsingborg
- The feeling of infinite possibility 

Sweden’s best local council for environmental care



Helsingborg’s
business is 
world class
At Industry Park of Sweden, some of Sweden’s most energy efficient indu-
stries can be found, together with the finalists of the 2016 EU Sustainable 
Energy Awards. Sweden’s biggest suppliers of recycled energy are based 
right here. Industrial symbiosis is a circular business model, where the 
waste from one industry becomes a resource for another.  
A good and clever solution for the future, we think.
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Together we work with the goal that foreign companies and investors should see us as 
a combined metropolis; Greater Copenhagen. We also work towards increased growth 
and the creation of more job opportunities. The work is lead by the Greater Copenha-
gen and Skåne Committee.

Four political focus areas form the foundation for co-operation:
- Better infrastructure and mobility
- Attracting talent, tourists and investment
- International marketability and marketing
- Creating an integrated region for growth

Greater Copenhagen is the largest of Scandinavia’s recruitment areas for highly skilled 
workers. The region is one of northern Europe’s most knowledge-intensive, with top 
tier institutions, unique research focus in close co-operation with the business world 
and on top of this, two world-class material research centres; the European Spallation 
Source (ESS) and MAX IV.

Part of
Greater Copenhagen
Helsingborg is a part of Greater Copenhagen, a political-business part-
nership that is composed of 85 local councils and four regions: Skåne, 
Halland, Sjaelland and Hovedstaden. 

THE REGION IN NUMBERS:

Skåne:

1,4 millions 

Denmark:

2,6 millions 
4 million 

inhabitants

250 000
companies of the respective countries’ 

GDP comes from the region

26%

190 000 
registered students

14 000 
research staff

45 000 
graduating students per year

17
universities/ 

academic institutions   

19
science parks
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The strategic position

Greater Copenhagen links continental Europe, Scandinavia 
and the Baltics. This strong geographical position, to-
gether with the reality of a strong infrastructure, provides 
good opportunities for skilled workers and exciting work 
opportunities within commuting distance. Some of the 
exciting projects in the region are as follows:

Copenhagen Airport is one of Northern Europe’s favourite 
airports and serves 29 million passengers per year. An am-
bitious project for the future was launched a few years ago 
and is now in full action. The plan is to expand the airport 
so that it can host as many as 40 million passengers per 
year, double in physical size and create 8,700 new jobs at or 
around the airport. In the future you’ll have access to 85 % 
of the world’s GDP with direct flights from Copenhagen!

The Fehmarnbelt, the tunnel link between Denmark and Ger-
many, is estimated to open to train and automobile traffic in 
2028. This link will play a big role in Sweden and Denmark’s 
commerce as it creates a new opportunity for international 
transport. The journey for freight and public transport trains 
between Hamburg and Scandinavia will be reduced by 160 
km compared to the distance today. 

The West Coast track links Gothenburg, Helsingborg, Lund 
and Malmö; and by extension, Oslo and Copenhagen too. It’s 
important for the region’s development that the entirety of 
the West Coast track becomes a double track, as per the 85 
% which is already. The primary benefit of this is that there 

will be more trains travelling at higher speeds and fewer 
possible reasons for delays to occur. With a double track 
through Helsingborg (both Ängelholm-Maria and Maria-Hel-
singborg C), the number of trains can be increased from 8 
trains per hour to as many as 30-40 trains per hour. This 
yields the potential for more frequent departures for public 
transport trains and better commuting opportunities. The 
Ängelholm-Maria track is expected to be open for traffic in 
2024.

The last single-track stretch, between Helsingborg C and Ma-
ria, is projected to be open in the early 2030s. This stretch of 
track will be connected to a new part of Helsingborg Central 
Station and a future railway tunnel between Helsingborg and 
Helsingör.

A fixed rail and motorway link between Helsingborg and 
Helsingör is important for the entirety of Scandinavia and 
a key component in a robust and sustainable transport 
infrastructure. It provides good opportunities to live on 
one side of the strait and work on the other; and when the 
train journey between Helsingborg and Copenhagen only 
takes around 40 minutes, a larger workforce integration will 
undoubtedly follow, along with a larger residential market 
and better access to education, research, culture and enter-
tainment. According to Region Scania, this connection to 
approximately 110,000 more people in northern Scania and 
southern Halland provides a much larger, accessible labour 
market along with positive effects for the companies that 
operate in the area. Ongoing investigatory work will be 
presented in a final report in 2020.

The Fehmarnbelt
The tunnel link between Denmark and Germany is 
expected to be open to train and automobile traffic 
in 2028.
Illustrator: Femern AS
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The city has a unique strategical position where the E4 meets the E6/E20, all of which are 
crucial transport links in the Swedish infrastructure. Every day approximately 40,000 vehicles 
pass Helsingborg and about 20 % of these are goods vehicles. Traffic is increasing at an above 
average rate compared to the rest of Sweden and the prognostics suggest that this exponenti-
al growth is set to continue. Helsingborg is an important link in the transport chain that binds 
Norway and the rest of Sweden with Europe.

Helsingborg is also home to Sweden’s second largest container harbour, which is an important 
part of Swedish business, both regionally and nationally. The strait outside of Helsingborg is 
one of the world’s busiest, with maritime transport from all over the world. The combined termi-
nal in the harbour area enables access to a railway network which reaches across all of Sweden 
and out into the rest of Europe.

At any given time, there are 2 million work opportunities within a one-hour commute from 
Helsingborg. Helsingborg is an important engine in the Nordics’ largest labour market region. 
This is clearly demonstrated by, among other things, the sheer numerical magnitude of the daily 
commuting workforce; there have never been as many people commuting to work within the 
region as in 2017, with record amounts of people commuting across regional borders. Every day 
59,000 people travel through Helsingborg’s Central Station. This includes train, boat and car 
transport. Over 20,000 people commute every day via the ferry across the strait.

Ängelholm is the most local airport to Helsingborg, with 12 daily departures to Stockholm. 
Scandinavia’s largest airport, Copenhagen Airport, is one hour away by train, while Halmstad 
City Airport, Kristianstad Österlen Airport or Malmö Airport all within reasonable travel distance.

Location Helsingborg20 000
people take the ferry between  

Helsingborg and Helsingör every day

59 000
people travel via Helsingborg C 

every day.
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20%
of the approximate 40,000  

vehicles to pass Helsingborg every 
day are goods vehicles

Helsingborg is a region with strong growth in terms of population, business and 
visitors.

COMMUTERS

24 685
17 953

In:

Out:

Distance from 
Central  

Helsingborg 

Helsingör
Distance 4 km 

20 min
Hbg/Ängelholm Airport

Distance 34 km 
30 min

Köpenhamn
Distance 53 km 
1 h & 15 min

Lund
Distance 56 km 

28 min

Malmö
Distance 64 km 

41 min

Copenhagen Airport
Distance 64 km 

1 h

Halmstad
Distance 80 km 

53 min

Gothenburg
Distance 210 km 
1 h & 37 min

Hamburg
Distance 380 km 
5 h & 30 min

Oslo
Distance 503 km 
5 h & 30 min

Stockholm
Distance 555 km 

5 h train, 1 h airplane

1,5 h

1 h

1 h

1 h

Gothenburg

Copenhagen



Barrica Mat & Vinbar, Helsingborg

Bistron Torekov Hotell, Torekov

Bryggan, Höganäs

Château Forêt, Helsingborg

Drottninggatan 35, Helsingborg

Erikstorps Kungsgård, Landskrona

Gastro, Helsingborg

Grytor och Glas, Ängelholm

Holy Smoke BBQ, Nyhamnsläge

Maritime Grand Hôtel i Mölle

Pumphuset, Landskrona

Pålsjö krog, Helsingborg

Restaurang Creo, Helsingborg

Restaurang Ella, Ven

Restaurang Hjorten, Båstad

Restaurang Kristall HBG, Helsingborg

Restaurang Sand, Båstad

Rusthållargården, Arild

Rut på Skäret, Skäret

Sillen & Makrillen, Helsingborg

Sofieros Slottsrestaurang, Helsingborg

Strand Hotell, Arild

Tokyo 15, Helsingborg

Tunneberga Gästgifvaregård, Jonstorp

24
delightful reasons 
for foodies to visit 
Helsingborg
WHITE GUIDE RESTAURANTS,
HELSINGBORG REGION 2018



The diverse business life in Helsingborg has a long history of entrepreneurship. 
The business environment is among the best in the country.

Business structure 

There have never been as many companies in Helsingborg as there are today. Since 2010, 
the number of companies in Helsingborg has increased by about 13 % and in the end of 2017 
there were 14,262 companies operating in Helsingborg. The percentage of the population in 
work increases in parallel with the growth in the number of companies. Today, almost 71,000 
people work in Helsingborg, an increase of over 15,000 people, or 27 %, since 2000. Among 
Sweden’s 290 local councils, Helsingborg is in the 39th place for employment growth in the 
period 2000-2016. Most of the employed workforce is found in commerce (17%). Since 2010, 
the largest workforce increases have occurred within care and nursing, while the highest 
percentage increases have been in the property business.

Today, 73.9 % of the population is in gainful employment, which is proportionate to Sca-
nia as a whole. By factoring in commuters who travel across the border to Denmark, the 
employment rate increases to over 75 %.

The business community in Helsingborg is made up of a mixture of large global corpo-
rations, medium and small company owners, and clusters with unique profiles and ca-
pacities. Just like the rest of Sweden, small and medium-sized companies comprise the 
larger part of the business community. The larger part of these, around 60 %, are single 
entity companies without employees.

Foreign-owned companies 
Since the turn of the Millennium, the number of foreign-owned companies has increased 
significantly in both Helsingborg and the rest of the country. Today, there are over 600 
foreign-owned companies in Helsingborg, an increase of 140% since the year 2000. The 
foreign-owned companies employ close to 13,000 people, or approximately 20% of the 
employed workforce in Helsingborg. Among the largest of these corporations are Johnson 
& Johnson (McNeil), Nestle, DHL, Puma and Unilever.

Turnover
In 2017 the total annual turnover for all business in Helsingborg came in at just above 130 
billion SEK (excluding VAT). The commerce industry was responsible for nearly half of this 
turnover, while corporate services, construction and logistics combined were responsible 
for another 25 % of the turnover. The rest of the business sector accounted for the remai-
ning 25 %.

Largest companies
The largest private employers are more often than not companies within commerce, logis-
tics and the intersection between these two industries. IKEA is the city’s largest employer, 
followed by ICA (stores not accounted for in this statistic) and the pharmaceutical compa-
ny Johnson & Johnson (McNeil). Marvin Holding runs a number of preschool and acade-
mic institutions in the city, Total Produce works within logistics and Nobina runs the city 
and regional bus services on behalf of Skånetrafiken. Furthermore Posten Norge (Bring) 
works within logistics, Resurs within payment services, Attendo in recruitment and the Axel 
Johnson-corporation runs several companies within the commerce industry.

Number of people employed in 2016 by industry 

Increase in number of companies 2010-2017

companies

different industries

+ 13%

14 262

622
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works

increase in employees, 2000-2016

of people aged between 20-64 are in employment

growth in pay, 2008-2016

71 000

+ 27%

75%

+ 34%
0%
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6%
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10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

Helsingborg

Scania

Sweden
0%

2%

4%
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10%
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16%
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Helsingborg
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Sweden



Average household income

262,4 tkr

BRP per capita

in Helsingborg

in the Helsingborg region

417 tkr 145 000
355 000
4 million
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Sweden’s most pleasant city
If you are looking for a lively city with the best quality of life on offer, then Helsingborg is the 
place for you. If the goal is to establish a business within commerce, the restaurant sector 
or similar, Helsingborg City and its massive flow of people and attractive demographic is 
just right. The city centre offers a potent concentration of shopping, flavours, scents and 
experiences, all collected in one place. The range is as large as it is varied. Kullagatan and 
the various streets leading down to the South City are lined with 480 shops, 150 restaurants 
and 18 hotels. All of this within close proximity to beautiful promenades and sandy beaches, 
with the silhouette of Denmark in the background.

BUSINESS HELSINGBORG   17
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in the Öresund region



Tourism
An amazing night life, diverse shopping, interesting muse-
ums, a large array of culture, exciting activities for adults 
and youngsters alike, proximity to the sea, beautiful nature, 
luxurious relaxation and so much more. The tourism indu-
stry in Helsingborg breaks its own records every year and 
we are actively working towards making Helsingborg the 
most attractive place it can be for events and visitors from 
the whole world. International overnight visits increased by 
18 % in 2017, with most international visitors coming from 
Denmark, the UK, Norway, Germany and the Netherlands. 
The total amount of international overnight visits hit a 
record high that year along with visitor records for a num-
ber of local attractions. In total, around 3500 people are 
employed in the tourism industry in Helsingborg. 

The next large establishment will be the hotel and con-
gressional establishment SeaU Helsingborg. The hotel will 
have 250 rooms and the congressional facilities will have 
a capacity of at least 1200 people. The facilities will even 
play host to a conference room, restaurants and a café. 
Nordic Choice Hotels will run the facility, which is set to 
open in 2020.

Logistics
Helsingborg is one of Sweden’s best logistics locations. 
Some of Helsingborg’s largest employers are found within 

the logistics industry. Close to 450 companies employ 
around 5650 people and the number of employees has 
increased by 11 % over the last ten years. In 2016, the 
turnover for the logistics industry was 10 billion SEK in 
Helsingborg. With access to ports, three European road 
links and four international airports within a one hour 
travel time, Helsingborg is a competitive logistics hub. The 
port of Helsingborg is Sweden’s second largest container 
port and the largest import hub for fruit and vegetables in 
Sweden. The importance of the logistics industry on the 
region is also reflected in the education and research be-
ing conducted at Lund University, Campus Helsingborg. In 
addition to undergraduate courses within logistics service 
management, there are successful research projects that 
are the result of a combined effort by academia, business 
and Helsingborg City; an example of this would be ReLog.

Life Science
In Helsingborg there are over 100 companies operating 
within Life Sciences. In total, this industry employs around 
1150 people across the combined sectors of bio-tech, life 
science and medical technology. The largest actor in this 
sector is Johnson & Johnson (McNeil), who manufacture 
products for Nicotine replacement therapy. Other agents 
within the industry include Occlutech, Camp Scandinavia 
and life science company PULS Invest.

Helsingborg’s strong sectors
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Commerce
Wholesale and retail trade is the single largest industry 
in Helsingborg, both in terms of the number of people 
employed within the industry, and turnover. 11,500, or 17 
% of all employees, work within the commerce industry; 
an increase of almost 20 % since 2000. The commerce 
industry turned over 63 billion SEK in 2017, which equates 
to about half the total business turnover in Helsingborg. 
Both external shopping and city shopping have a positive 
effect on the development of Helsingborg. In the city, the 
success of this industry has paved the way for a strong 
expansion of new businesses. For out-of-town shopping, 
the Väla Centre can be found, a shopping centre that has 
won prizes for both Sweden’s happiest customers and the 
Nordics’ best shopping centre. 

Digital and e-commerce
Helsingborg is Sweden’s most active e-commerce city. 
E-commerce accounts for a larger portion of the employ-
ed population than the average city in Scania. The entire 
chain for e-commerce is represented within a small 
geographical area. Helsingborg is also home to the first 
e-commerce incubator, E-commerce Park of Sweden, 
together with E-handel.se, Sweden’s largest digital 
meeting place for e-commerce. The link to logistics, 
packaging and e-commerce research at Lund University 
(Campus Helsingborg) provides fantastic conditions and 

complements well the masters’ programme within Ser-
vice Management Logistics. Helsingborg is also the only 
place in Sweden where you can find education in mobile 
commerce. There is a well-established network within 
digital commerce where companies, academia, students 
and Helsingborg City regularly come together to develop 
Helsingborg as the best location for this kind of business. 
Helsingborg is the obvious place to start and grow an 
e-commerce business and the committed people in this 
sector contribute to its uniqueness.

Environmental Technology 
Helsingborg works actively with questions of sustainabili-
ty and runs the development of systems and products for 
future waste disposal management and recycling, water 
purification, geo-thermal energy and renewable energy.

Number of commercial overnight 
visits in Helsingborg 2010-2017

Source: Tillväxtverket/SCB



The Helsingborg Region has one 
of the largest concentrations of 
golf courses in the world
Within 40 minutes, you have access to 30 different golf courses.

Vasatorps Golfklubb, photograf: Mickael Tannus



At the end of 2018, the total population of Helsingborg is approximately 145,000 
people. That makes Helsingborg the 8th biggest city in Sweden and one of Grea-
ter Copenhagen’s most rapidly growing cities, with a growth of 15 % in 10 years. 
The combination of dynamic business, high quality of life, attractive residential 
environments, rich culture and a university attracts new people to the city.

Primarily, it is the younger generations that choose to move to Helsingborg, with a strong influx 
of people in the 20-29 age range. The two most dominant age groups moving to Helsingborg are 
the 20-29 and the 40-49 age ranges. The average person living in Helsingborg today is either a 
42 year old female or a 40 year old male.

In relation to the development of the population, there is steady growth in the number of people 
in the municipality who are employed. Employment has grown more rapidly than the population 
since the beginning of the 21st century, and this trend has only accelerated in the last few years. 
In total, the working population has grown by 28 % between 2000-2016 while the working age 
population has grown by a much smaller 19 %. This employment statistic does not include the 
approximate 1150 people who live in Helsingborg but work in Denmark instead. With them facto-
red in, the statistic would look even more favourable.

Lund University, Campus in Helsingborg is an important cornerstone in the development of the 
level of education in Helsingborg and the surrounding region. When the campus opened in 2000, 
about 29 % of the population of Helsingborg had a post-gymnasium education and today that 
number is up to 41 %. This increase is also largely due to an expansion in the number of acade-
mic institutions in the area, higher transition rates in young people pursuing further education, 
older people leaving working life to pursue an education and simply that more jobs demand a 
post-gymnasium education now.

The people of Helsingborg
We are growing at record speed
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Demography and population forecast 2035 

Age distribution by percentage

+ 2 757

165
nationalities 

1/3
have foreign 
background

Fifth highest population growth out 
of the 15 largest regions in Sweden.

The average person living in Helsingborg today is 
either a 42 year old female or a 40 year old male.

inhabitants during 2017Population totals by age group and year 

Fria bad

inhabitants
31/12 2017

143 304
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Innovation and start-ups
Helsingborg is investing
Sustainable growth and development continues to be a joint 
effort by the business world in Helsingborg, the local council, 
the academic world and any other industry that in their own way 
prioritises dynamic and technical advancement. In Helsingborg 
there is a large number of different initiatives that support en-
trepreneurs, creators and students to strengthen and stimulate 
start-ups, growth and innovation. Helsingborg is curious and 
open to the world. The city for people who want something.

Strong development of new companies
Helsingborg has shown strong growth in start-ups over the last 
few years. In 2017, 1061 new companies were registered, com-
pared to the 1032 that were registered in 2016. That means that 
close to 3 companies were registered every single day. With 
11.9 new companies per 1000 inhabitants between the age of 
16-64, Helsingborg ranks above the national average of 11 and 
is placed fourth among the country’s 15 largest local councils.

Innovation 
Helsingborg City has recently founded “The Innovation Hub”, 
Sweden’s first accelerator with a focus on the challenges of the 
municipality. It is an arena that accelerates the city’s innovation 
and digitalisation from concept to reality. The Innovation Hub 
is a creative meeting place for public and private agents that 
together want to develop public services for the population of 
the city. This is where the city’s minds can drive their ideas of 
concepts and innovation, together with residents and external 
parties alike.

Startup-scenen 
In Helsingborg there’s a vibrant and interesting start-up scene. 
Here you’ll find enthusiasts, accelerators and incubators that 
help entrepreneurs and business-minded people. One of these 
agents is THINK Accelerate, which has for several years offered 
a successful programme with a focus on the lean method for 
tech start-ups. This is a place where driven entrepreneurs get to 
develop their first prototypes, hone their commercial skills, and 
sharpen their competitive edge in order to attract customers as 
well as capital investment.

SoPact is an accelerator programme that supports social en-
trepreneurs by helping them to develop and spread their ideas 
for community improvement. Since its launch in 2016, SoPact 
has supported entrepreneurs who address societal challenges 
in Sweden and the rest of the world. This is a collaboration of 
Lund University’s School of Social Sciences at Campus Hel-
singborg, Helsingborg City and the Government Department of 
Growth/Tillväxtverket. 

At E-commerce Park of Sweden, the first incubator directed at 
e-commerce start-ups in Sweden can be found. The incubator 
is aimed at people who work within e-commerce and who want 
strong and professional support for rapid growth. Boost HBG 
was launched in 2009 and supports Scanian development and 
innovation within trans-media, film and virtual-reality. Boost is a 
part of Helsingborg city with grants from Region Skåne.

Miljöprofil H+ 
H+ är namnet på det största stadsutvecklingsprojektet i Hel

Environmental profile H+
H+ is the name of the largest city development project in Helsingborg’s modern history. 
Helsingborg city has a clear vision to be a leader within environment and sustainabi-
lity. In particular, the city aims to be an example for sustainable urban development 
both economically, socially and environmentally. To be able to reach this goal, the city 
has developed an environmental profile for H+. The ambition is to capture today’s and 
tomorrow’s challenges based on the knowledge we currently have and to be a natural 
part of every sub-project and development stage in the area. 

The environmental profile H+ is supposed to act as a framework and joint support for 
all actors involved in urban renewal projects, so that planning, building and manage-
ment of the new city areas leads to a strong and credible environmental profile. 

Aside from H+, Helsingborg City has initiated a collaboration with Öresundskraft, NSR 
and NSVA. The purpose of this collaboration is to analyse existing systems and opera-
tions; to work collectively to improve them and give suggestions on future systems and 
solutions within energy, waste, water and sewage. This co-operation led to the globally 
unique sewage system called “Three pipes out” at Oceanhamnen. The overall goal is to 
collect and use the waste as a resource to produce bio-gas and fertilizer in a safe way. 
In other words, the system will contribute to Helsingborg’s city environmental goal for 
H+, but also to the climactic and environmental work being carried out at on a national 
level.

RECO LAB – a test bed for research and development
To take care of the three different flows from the new sewage system at Oceanhamnen, 
a new facility is being built at the purification plant. The new facility is to be open and 
accessible to companies, researchers and public agents. The plan is to open a show-
room and a test bed next to the new facility. The test bed will enable research and deve-
lopment throughout the whole process, from collecting and treating waste streams to 
communicating with users. The aim of the test bed is to develop techniques and servi-
ces that contribute to Oceanhamnen becoming a sustainable part of the city.

new companies were 
registered in 2017

1 061

Helsingborg ranks above 
the national average of 
11 and is placed fourth 
among the country’s 15 

largest local councils
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Vera Park – industrial park and cluster
NSR AB (Nordvästra Skånes Renhållnings AB) has ope-
ned up its facilities around the region and together with 
Sustainable Business Hub, has wanted to shift its focus 
from rubbish dump to an arena for modern environmen-
tal tech. Vera Park serves as an industrial park and test 
ground from a waste and recycling perspective. They 
work with management and development of systems 
and products for the future of waste disposal mana-
gement and recycling. The goal is that Vera Park is to 
become Europe’s leading centre for circular economy.

Vera Park is a collaboration between public agents, the 
business world and academia. In Vera Park today, there 
are 16 companies including NSR.

Test bed, Vera Park
In the Vera Park test bed, new solutions for waste dispo-
sal and recycling are being tried out. Both researchers 
and corporations can test their ideas directly in the 
physical environment of the facility.

Work is being done to get the most out of the resour-
ces already plucked from the earth by creating circular 
flows. This could be about finding business models for 
recycling, finding new areas of use for existing waste 
or developing completely new products that could, for 
example, replace the use of fossil fuels.

Some of today’s projects at Vera Park:

• Development and tests for different methods of   
 creating a sturdy wooden composite using alternative  
 fossil-free binding agents and wood-waste instead  
 of formaldehyde. A patent application has been filed.

• Development of hygiene pads that are entirely re-  
 newable, biologically degradable and compostable.

• Landfill mining, i.e. excavating bio-cells in landfill to  
 see if one can use landfill waste in a better way and  
 for longer, from an energy perspective.

Illustration: Tobias Green

Start-ups
International appeal
Creative meeting places
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Greater Copenhagen has northern Europe’s highest concentration of 
highly educated inhabitants. Within a one hour travel time from Helsing-
borg, one has access to 17 higher academic institutions and 19 science 
parks with a total of 240,000 students and 14,000 researchers.

Education and research 

The Universities in Lund and Copenhagen are ranked as two of the world’s best univer-
sities and both are the biggest in their respective countries. Campus Helsingborg is a 
part of Lund University and holds 10 % of its students. 

Lund University, Campus Helsingborg
The University has grown steadily and interest in its programmes is high in both 
Sweden and the rest of the world. There are over 4000 students studying here and a 
staff of 250. 

In pace with Campus growing, the city ensures that residential areas are built for the 
students. Over the last few years, over 500 new student homes have been built and a 
new student hub has been developed in the southern part of the city. In Helsingborg, 
the future’s fashionistas, socio-economists, service sector leaders, engineers and com-
munications strategists are all being educated. Campus Helsingborg also has a clear 
focus on research, and carries out unique research within logistics, future commerce, 
fashion and new media, working in close co-operation with the business world.

Two new world-class research facilities
30 minutes from Helsingborg, in Lund, ESS and Max IV are under construction, two mas-
sive research facilities that will be world leaders in particle physics. They will contribute 
to unique and exciting research and employment opportunities as well as growth in the 
region.

Max IV belongs to Lund University and ESS is a European project. Together they create 
new possibilities for materials research at the particle level.

The Max IV Laboratory is a Swedish lab for accelerator physics, nuclear physics and 
for research with the assistance of synchrotron-lighting. 2000 researchers from all over 
the world are expected to use the facility every year. 

ESS (The European Spallation Source) is a European Research Infrastructure Consorti-
um (ERIC), a purely scientific research facility based on the world’s most potent neutron 
source. 

The vision is to power the world’s most potent neutron source and facilitate scientific 
breakthroughs within research around matter, energy, health and environment while 
addressing some of our time’s most important societal challenges. When the ESS user 
programme starts in 2023, they will receive anywhere between 2000-3000 guest resear-
chers each year.

ReLog, Campus Friends and Luni-
core are three successful examples 
of business and academia working 
together to strengthen and develop 
their own company and tomorrow’s 

co-workers 

Lund University
Campus Helsingborg 

Lund University, Lund
Sweden’s largest university 

30 minutes away

Malmö University  
Sweden’s newest university 

40 minutes away

Halmstad University 
the innovation-driving university 

50 minutes away

Copenhagen University
Denmark’s oldest and largest university

60 minutes away

Copenhagen Business School (CBS) 
world-class business education 

60 minutes away

Danmarks Tekniske Universitet (DTU) 
world-class engineering education 

60 minutes away

Illustration: ESS/Team HLA

Academia + Company = Truth



Here, you can savour 
the goodness of life
Savour the food and view at many of our prize-winning restaurants, listen 
to our own symphony orchestra, laugh until tears stream at the city thea-
tre, cheer on your favourite team or go to outdoor concerts at our new 
arena, run your first marathon, take a dip in the vast ocean, a morning 
walk through our forests, climb the cliffs, hit a birdie at one of our golf 
courses or spend the day in the pulsing city of Copenhagen!
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Helsingborg is a city on the move, a city that’s being built upon like 
never before, the population is soaring and big changes are under-
way. At the same time, it’s a city growing sustainably.

A sustainable growth As the population increases, it is important to ensure 
that employment does too. While the population is 
estimated to have grown to 177,000 people by 2035, 
the amount of job opportunities are expected to have 
grown in parallel.

To ease the burden on the collective resources within 
the city, Skånetrafiken and Helsingborg City are adop-
ting a system of tram-style busses, to be implemented 
in the summer of 2019. The Helsingborg Express will 
take the quickest and most direct route into the city 
centre, offering a comfortable and sustainable method 
of travel.

H+ is the largest urban renewal project in Helsingborg’s 
modern history. By 2035, a million square metres 
will play host to 5000 new residences, office spaces, 
schools, commercial quarters, restaurants and me-
eting spaces. The aim is to develop the new city area 
of Oceanhamnen, as well as the existing city quarters 
of the University area, ‘Husar-quarter’ and ‘Gåsebäck’. 
These quarters are today comprised of everything from 
abandoned development areas to neighbourhoods 
with a mosaic of buildings, businesses and people. The 
H+ area is located centrally, near to both Helsingborg 
C and Ramlösa stations, providing a strong founda-
tion for sustainable urban development. One of the 
ambitions is to link the southern city district to the 
city centre, the new districts of Oceanhamnen and the 
University quarter.

A fixed link between Helsingborg and Helsingör is 
an important aspect of the city’s future development. 
Vehicular traffic will, thanks to this connection, be 
diverted from the central areas of the city, resulting in 
less congestion, less noise and better air quality. 

Travel times within Greater Copenhagen are constantly 
decreasing, which gives the residents greater opportu-
nities to live on one side of the strait and work on the 
other. This makes it easier for companies in Helsing-
borg to find the right workforce and makes Helsingborg 
a more attractive option for the business world and 
foreign investors. Traffic is projected to increase in the 
future, due among other reasons, to the new transport 
link between Denmark and Germany (The Fehmarn 
belt) that is planned to open in 2028. A fixed HH con-
nection in the northern Öresund Region relieves the 
existing pressure on the Öresund bridge, while redu-
cing the region’s vulnerability by having more than a 
singular travel option between Denmark and Sweden.

Skånebanan, the track that reaches from Helsingborg 
to Kristianstad and links all urban areas in between, 
is today one of Sweden’s busiest single rail tracks. 
Region Skåne and the municipalities along the route 
have agreed on a number of starting points that would 
develop Skånebanan and the towns along it. A strong 
Skåne-track links all of Skåne and cuts the travel time 
to and from Kristianstad to 45 minutes, down from 
today’s 80 minutes.

Drottninggatan, Helsingborgs Expressen 
Illustrator: Sweco Architects



A pulsating city
More people choose to visit the city more often, stay for longer and get 
to experience something that offers a story worth telling.
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Oceanhamnen
In Helsingborg’s most coastal district, you’ll be living on a 
peninsula in the sea, but still in the middle of town. Ocean-
hamnen is the first step of the H+ project and will have a 
direct link to the central station by means of a pedestrian 
and cycle bridge. In the area several residential quarters are 
flourishing with around 400 new homes and a new business 
district that will provide around 30,000 square meters of 
space for commercial use. Among other things, Scandic will 
establish a new hotel that is expected to open in 2021. The 
hotel will be host to 180 rooms, conference facilities, a gym, 
a restaurant, a bar and a stunning sky-bar with an unmatched 
view of the Öresund and Denmark. The office spaces are 
expected to be open for use in 2020

2. SeaU Helsingborg 
Helsingborg gets a new meeting place by the sea, at the site of 
the old steam ferry terminal, right in the middle of the city. An 
ultra-modern hotel and congressional facility with a capacity of 
1200 people or alternatively 400 people and a banquet! There 
will be 250 hotel rooms, 20 conference rooms, 2 restaurants, 
a bar, a gym, a day spa, a pool and a parking garage. The hotel 
and congressional facility is estimated to be completed by 
2020. In addition to this, 155 residences are being constructed 
across four buildings and are expected to be ready in 2019. 

3. SöDER
SöDER is Helsingborg’s latest addition for shopping and 
entertainment, a thriving centre of around 12,000 square 
metres. There will also be a 65 metre-high residential building 
with 80 apartments, all possessing a sea view, along with a 
garage with the capacity to hold 300 cars.

4. H+ 
H+ is the largest urban renewal project in Helsingborg’s mo-
dern history. By 2035, one million square metres will give way 
to 5000 residential homes, office spaces, schools, commerce, 
restaurants and meeting places. The aim is to develop the 
new city district (Oceanhamnen), along with the existing areas 
in the University zone, the Husar-area and Gåsebäck. These 
areas are today comprised of everything from abandoned 
plots of land to neighbourhoods with a mosaic of buildings, 
businesses and people. The H+ area is in close proximity to 
public transport links, including both Helsingborg C and Ram-
lösa stations, which is a solid foundation for a sustainably 
developed area.

Under constant development
There are lots of people looking to invest in Helsingborg and contribute to the development of the city. 
The following are examples of current development projects in the city’s central areas:
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More projects on the next page.

3. 

2. 

4. 

1. 



7. 

5. Helsingborg Hospital
Helsingborg’s hospital is undergoing a massive reconstruction that is due to be com-
pleted in 2025. The existing premises are being adapted to accompany new develop-
ments in technology and medicine. 45,000 square metres are being built to create an 
emergency hospital that is well prepared to meet the demands of the future.

6. Helsingborg Law Court  
The Law Court is being extended by 4000 square metres and at the same time, the 
existing premises are being restructured. All aspects of construction are due for com-
pletion during 2019.  

7. The Inner Harbour
The Inner Harbour could be developed with more trees, lowered wooden decks, piers, 
open spaces and sitting areas to become a more attractive and dynamic place. There 
are several existing suggestions that could create a more beautiful and safer place. 
One important question is, of course, how the harbour could be weather-proofed; and 
how it could protect the city from storms and rises in sea level. Today the water level 
rests two metres below the quayside; this drop needs to increase to at least three me-
tres, which could be solved with terrace-like raising.

6. 
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Helsingborg is easily accessible. 
Direct connected to international 
hub in Copenhagen, the national 
capabilities with the airport in  
Ängelholm and trains to Gothenburg 
and Stockholm. Beyond that, we  
can easily attract employees with 
the International school and the  
unique living and life qualities here.

ACKE SALEM, CEO, EDUMENT



New areas and residential houses
Construction is underway like never before
For every day that passes, more and more people witness the quality of life that 
Helsingborg has to offer. We are expanding impressively; today there are around 
145,000 people living in Helsingborg and we haven’t stopped growing yet!

In pace with the rapid sustainable population growth to a projected 177,000 residents 
by 2035, we are making room for the new citizens of Helsingborg.

Helsingborg is on a par with Sweden’s three largest cities regarding the commence-
ment and completion of apartments per citizen. 2017 was another record-breaking 
year with 896 apartments completed, which means that 6.3 apartments were built 
per 1000 citizens. This is higher than the collective construction figures for the three 
largest cities in Sweden and can also be compared to the Skåne regional average of 
150 completed apartments and the municipal national average of 119 apartments. 

The long term goal is for Helsingborg to become the city with the best quality of life in 
Sweden. Right now, there are a hundred building projects under way in the city, both lar-
ge and small. Existing areas such as Fredriksdal and Drottninghög are condensing and 
new areas such as Oceanhamnen are emerging.

Helsingborg will continue to grow in the future as well. The H+ project has a more 
distant horizon, where the harbour and industry will come together to make entirely 
new areas. The first stage of the project is Oceanhamnen and in 2035, the four city 
districts of Oceanhamnen, the university campus, the Husar-area and Gåsebäck will 
be linked with the city centre and the surrounding city zones. When all is done, there 
will be a host of new homes, offices and service areas, with many new green, comfor-
table spaces for residents to enjoy.
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Completed apartments, number of apartments per 1000 citizens

The long term goal is to become the city 
with the best quality of life in Sweden.

Gothenburg

Source: SCB



Helsingborg is the first city in Sweden to introduce an entirely new sewage 
and waste system. 

Pioneer

Separate collection of greywater, food waste and waste from vacuum toilets allows 
for increased biogas production, recycled heat energy and a reduction of greenhouse 
gases by more than 50 percent compared to today’s system. There has been great 
international interest in the system and the ambition is for the system to be so smart 
and efficient that it can be an international export.
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decrease of greenhouse 
gases compared to  

today’s systems

50 %

GREYWATER
FOOD WASTE

WASTE FROM 
VACUUM TOILETS

PLANT NUTRIENT

CURRENT SYSTEMS

REJECT

BIOGAS BUS



Helsingborg – The feeling of infinite possibility 

Welcome!
Business Helsingborg is Helsingborg City’s official organisation for corporate establishment. 
We are your support system, and our goal is to do everything we can to facilitate your esta-
blishment and make it as streamlined as possible. It goes without saying that our service is 
open to companies in every phase. Our work is confidential and free of charge.

Business Helsingborg works for growth and for more companies to choose Helsingborg as 
the place for their business. Through our services, you can acquire statistical and objective 
analysis of the business structure and corporate climate, everything you might need to create 
the best conditions for you and your company to thrive.

Our knowledge of regional development and current opportunities helps you find the best 
location for your business. Business Helsingborg is your springboard into the local market. 

If you move with employees from other locations or from abroad, we can also help provide the 
practical details for as smooth a start as possible for your exciting new life in Helsingborg.

We look forward to being a part of your exploration and your opportunities in Helsingborg!

Claes Malmberg  
Section Director
Executive Management Office, 
Economic Development and Marketing
EMAIL: claes.malmberg@helsingborg.se
PH: +46 732 31 57 62

Malin Wallett
Business Development & Investment Promotion
Executive Management Office, 
Economic Development and Marketing
EMAIL: malin.wallett@helsingborg.se
PH: +46 722 10 74 82 

Business Helsingborg
Drottninggatan 7A
251 89 Helsingborg

www.businesshelsingborg.com




